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do with it ? Clearly, without opening the Bible,
it should argue upon the probabilities or improb-
abilities of that proposition in some such way as
the following.

i. If there be no God, there can be no Creator;
if no Creator, there can be no creature ; if no crea-
ture, nothing was ever created; if nothing was
ever created, every thing exists without a first
cause. If there is no first cause, there can be no
second cause; that is, no effect; if no effect, there
could have been no change; and if no change,
every thing now existing must have existed as it
is, from the eternity of the past, and must con-
tinue so to exist to the eternity of the future.
But this is absurd; for, by the testimony of our
senses and of all history, changes are constant,
natural, unavoidable, necessary, in every thing
and everywhere; therefore, undeniably, there is a
chain of effects, each link of which is the proxi-
mate cause of the one coming after. This chain
is necessarily suspended upon a great first link,
having the nature of a first cause ; and whatever
that is, must be God; because possessed of a mind
shown to be intelligent, by adapting means to
ends regularly reached by the operations of
nature. Denying this, one must also deny the
possibility of any effect; and if there be no effect,
nothing really exists but apparitions. Our very
bodies and souls, in spite of consciousness, are
only imaginary; nay, not even that; because there
can be no imagination to fabricate an imaginary
existence. But our existence is real, and the
proof of it is, at the same time, the proof of a Crea-